Hi Luke, 
I attached last week's submitted assignment for your reference. 
Please note that I have to work on #4 this week and write two paragraphs. 
Purpose
To ensure methodological rigor and strengthen external validity.
Detailed Requirements
1. Population Definition
· Clearly define the target population. 
 LA County DCFS child welfare cases from 2023-2026
· Identify inclusion and exclusion criteria.
Must have had or have a current open DCFS case where child was removed from parents care and reunified 


2. Sampling Frame
· Describe how you will identify participants.
Participants will be identified through DCFS administrative records from 2023-2026 in Los Angeles County. Info would include when case was opened and when children were reunified with parents. Youth must also be under 18 years of age. 
· Discuss potential issues (missing elements, duplicates, etc.).
Duplicate  cases→ sibling set; case closed and another one opened for the same family; companion cases (multiple parents in same family; same family but different allegations) 
3. Sampling Technique (Alice) 
Specify:  Cluster→ picking case samples from each Regional Office (20 offices???) 400 total cases; twenty from each office 
Cluster
· Probability (simple random, stratified, cluster, systematic)
OR
· Non-probability (purposive, convenience, snowball)
Justify why appropriate.
4. Sample Size (Mary) 
· Explain how many participants or units will be included. 400 child welfare cases
· Justify using the logic of statistical inference or saturation (qualitative). Appropriate because it is large enough to observe patterns and measure relationships countywide. A large sample reduces sampling error/external validity and 
5. Recruitment Strategy
· How will you access participants?
· How will you ensure participation?
6. Ethical Implications of Sampling (cel)
· Vulnerable populations?
· Power dynamics?
· Voluntary participation?
